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Editorial Note... 

Our Children: Going Astray or Led Astray? 

American puppeteer and filmmaker Jim Henson once 

said, “Kids don’t remember what you try to teach 

them. They remember what you are.” Towards the 

end of November, news about cigarettes, alcohol, 

drugs and other items found in the school bags of 

children in Bengaluru sent shockwaves to the collec-

tive conscience of teachers, parents and the society at 

large. 

As per the news reports, the Associated Manage-

ments of Primary and Secondary Schools in Karna-

taka (KAMS) had asked schools to start checking stu-

dents' baggage as a result of rising complaints about 

pupils bringing mobile cell phones to school. Howev-

er, a surprising discovery was made during the unex-

pected luggage check that involved pupils from sever-

al Bangaluru schools. Authorities discovered ciga-

rettes, alcohol, lighters, excess cash, and whiteners in 

the luggage of pupils in grades 8, 9, and 10 in addition 

to cell phones. 

Discussions, soul searches, and hue and 

cry about the responsibility of parents 

and teachers began to flood the media 

soon after the reports surfaced. Ques-

tions such as ‘Is our younger generation 

going astray?’, ‘Who is responsible for 

the moral degradation?’, ‘What can we 

do as a society to turn the situation around?’, caused a 

much-required societal brainstorming.  

While taking stock of the situation is quintessential to 

bringing about change and transformation, experts 

suggest concerted efforts and actions from everyone 

concerned. Positive accompaniment, timely assess-

ments, and counselling are the need of the hour. The 

policy makers and those in the corridors of power 

need to ensure that the media and the content distrib-

uted over various platforms for general consumption, 

is child-friendly.    
Fr. Prasad SDB 

Children’s Day Celebration at BOSCO Bengaluru  

BOSCO, Bengaluru organized a Children’s Day cele-

bration at BOSCO Life Skill Training Center, Su-

manahalli Bengaluru, on November 20, 2022. This 

year’s Children’s Day celebration was based on the 

theme, ‘Choose Life, Not Drugs.’ 

 In his keynote address, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, Ex-

ecutive Director, BOSCO, Bengaluru, said, “Children, 

be courageous, stand up for your rights. Parents, 

teachers and the entire society is there to support you 

in this endeavor.” He exhorted everyone to continue 
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Kannada Rajyotsava Celebration 

BOSCO Bengaluru celebrated Kannada Rajyotsava 

with the children in the centres on November 1, 

2022.  The Centre Directors hoisted the flag and 

spoke about the importance of the day and shared the 

values and culture of Karnataka with the children. 

The children were motivated to spread the culture of 

Karnataka.  Karnataka Nadageete was chanted by all 

the children of the centres.  

A drawing competition was conducted for the train-

ees of BOSCO Life Skill Training Centre, Sumanahal-

li in which they drew the map of Karnataka and listed 

out the districts. Children of BOSCO Vatsalya Bha-

van staged cultural programmes. Sports and games 

were organized for the children at BOSCO Mane and 

Vikas. The winners were given prizes. Special sweets 

were distributed to all the participants. Around 200 

children from the centres participated in the celebra-

tions. 

the legacy of Don Bosco and reach out to the chil-

dren in need of care and protection without reserve. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Lokesh, and Mr. Uday 

Surya of Big Boss fame, encouraged the children to 

hone their talents. They told the children to maintain 

the hunger for success. Mr. Pradeep PSI, Kamak-

shipalaya and Mr. BN Lohit, Sub Inspector, Kamak-

shipalaya were present for the programme. 

Chance games and theme-based cultural programmes 

by children of the areas and centres marked the event. 

Seven stakeholders who were identified by BOSCO 

for playing key roles in the protection and promotion 

of child rights at the centers and areas of its service 

were bestowed with the Makkala Mitra Award. Chil-

dren who have excelled in cultural, social, sports and 

educational fields were given away the Prathibha Pu-

raskara Award during the event.  

Around sixty student volunteers and six hundred chil-

dren from the various centres of BOSCO and locali-

ties of service participated in the event.  

Continued from Page 1 

Children’s Day Celebration  

Meeting with the Department Officials  

Foster Care Programme, BOSCO Bengaluru 

organized a meeting with the officials of the 

Labour Department, Division II, Bengaluru 

on November 18, 2022. Mr. Shivamallu, State 

Coordinator, BOSCO Foster Care Programme 

briefed about BOSCO activities and explained 

the Foster Care Concept and procedures in 

detail.  

He thanked the labour officers for joining 

hands with BOSCO in rescuing child labour-

ers. Mr. Kiran. L, Labour Officer, Division II 

supported the team in organizing the meeting. 

Eight Labour Officers attended the meeting. 
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Fr. Stefano Martoglio Visits BOSCO 

On the occasion of the visit of Rev. Fr Stefano Mar-

toglio, Vicar of the Rector Major, BOSCO organized 

a welcome and felicitation programme at BOSCO 

Mane on November 17, 2022. On his arrival Fr. 

Stefano Martoglio was welcomed by the BOSCO 

Band. Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, Executive Director, 

BOSCO Bengaluru, welcoming the guest, expressed 

his happiness to have the presence of the Vicar and 

said that BOSCO Bengaluru was blessed to have him 

here. The Vicar was felicitated with the traditional 

Mysore Peta, shawl and garland. Speaking on the oc-

casion, Fr. Jose Koyickkal SDB, Provincial, Bangalore 

Province said, “Don Bosco has come here in the per-

son of Fr. Stefano Martoglio. It is his first visit to In-

dia and he has chosen to visit the Bangalore Prov-

ince.”  

Delivering a special message, the Vicar of the Rector 

Major, Fr. Stefano said, “BOSCO is a beautiful place. 

Don Bosco’s soul is seen here. BOSCO gives a new 

life to the needy children. It really lives by the mission 

of Don Bosco. All the children here have got a new 

lease of life. This was the vision of Don Bosco also.”  

A comprehensive picture of BOSCO Bengaluru was 

given through a video presentation. Children and 

youth of BOSCO Vikas, Mane, Vatsalya Bhavan, and 

Yuvakendra performed dances and mime show dur-

ing his visit. The Annual Report of BOSCO and the 

quarterly newsletter Street Voice were released by the 

Vicar during the programme. Fr. Prasad SDB, Direc-

tor, BOSCO Mane proposed the vote of thanks. Fr. 

Previnth Joe Tony, Professor, Kristu Jyothi College, 

Fr. Kapplikunnel Varghese, Provincial Councillor, 

Salesian Sisters, BOSCO Directors, staff and children 

were present on the occasion.  

Planning and Monitoring Meeting  

Foster Care, BOSCO Bengaluru, organized a Plan-

ning and Monitoring meeting for Social Mobilizers 

and NGO Supporting Staff at BOSCO Yuvodaya, 

Bengaluru, on November 29, 2022. Fr. Varghese Pal-

lipuram, Executive Director of BOSCO Bengaluru, 

explained in detail about foster care procedures for 

placing a child into a family.  Ms. Sindhu Naik, Mem-

ber, KSCCW presented Capacity Building on Foster 

Care under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 

of Children) Act 2015. She explained the key differ-

ences between Foster Care and Adoption. 

Post lunch, Mr. Shivamallu, State Coordinator, 

BOSCO Foster Care Program, presented the statisti-

cal data and placement of children over the past four 

months. Social Mobilizers presented the challenges 

and achievements of the foster care programme im-

plemented in the ten districts of Karnataka. There 

was a discussion on taking the programme forward in 

the ten districts of Karnataka. 

Mr. Shivamallu, State Coordinator welcomed the par-

ticipants, and Ms. Geetha, Social Mobilizer, Don 

Bosco Kalaburagi proposed the vote of thanks. 

Twenty - three members from ten districts participat-

ed in the meeting. 



WWW.BOSCOBAN.ORG E– STREET VOICE 

Medical Camp for Staff 

A medical camp for the staff members was organized 

at BOSCO Mane by the HR Department in coordina-

tion with the Health Care Department on November 

3, 2022. A team of doctors from the Rajarajeshwari 

Medical College and Hospital including cardiologists 

and physicians and nurses conducted the camp. They 

checked the BP, weight, and saturation and also con-

ducted the ECG for the staff. Some of the staff were 

prescribed further tests and medication.  

An awareness program was conducted on Cardiopul-

monary Resuscitation (CPR) which is an emergency 

procedure consisting of chest compressions often 

combined with artificial ventilation in an effort to 

manually preserve intact brain function until further 

measures are taken to restore spontaneous blood cir-

culation and breathing in a person who is in cardiac 

arrest. Demo sessions were performed. Seventy-six 

staff attended the camp. 
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Staff Picnic  

It was a welcome break from work for two days for 

the staff of BOSCO who visited Madikeri and sur-

rounding areas in two batches during the second and 

fourth week of November 2022. Away from the busy 

work schedule, the staff had an enjoyable time visit-

ing various tourist places in Madikeri, the Barachukki 

falls and Gaganachukki falls, Talakadu, the Golden 

Temple in Kushal Nagar, Raja seat, Dubare Elephant 

camp, Nisargadhama and various other places.  

There were entertainment programmes, games and a 

campfire organized during the camp. The presence of 

our Executive Director, Fr Varghese Pallipuram, and 

Directors Fr. Jose Joseph and Fr. Johnson, was the 

cherry on the cake! Around a hundred and twenty 

staff were part of the picnic.  

Certificates Awarded 

BOSCO Computer Training Programme, BOSCO 

Mane, Bengaluru, organized a Certificate Distribu-

tion programme for the students who completed 

the three-month Basics and Tally computer training 

course from the centre on November 30, 2022. Ad-

dressing the trainees, Fr. Prasad, Director, BOSCO 

Mane, explained the importance of making the right 

choices in life, how to responsibly use digital gadg-

ets and how to manage social media.  

Forty-four trainees completed the course and thirty-

two received the certificates during the ceremony. 

Fr. Prasad, Director, BOSCO Mane, and Fr. Jose 

Joseph, Administrator, were present on the occa-

sion. 
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Say No to Tobacco 

Health Awareness Programme at BOSCO Nivas 

BOSCO Nivas organized a health awareness pro-

gramme in the centre for the people of the surround-

ing communities of Shivajinagar on November 12, 

2022. The team comprising Ms. Uma Rai and volun-

teers, St. Martha’s Hospital conducted the awareness 

on ‘First Aid’ during emergencies. They discussed the 

first aid to be done during high fever, shocks, bleed-

ing, unconsciousness, drowning, cardiac arrests, etc. 

They explained the prevention and treatment of the 

different degrees of burn, advised on immediate med-

ical care that can be given to save a person who has 

consumed poison, simple treatment that can be done 

to a person who has got electric shocks, discussed the 

procedure in removing the poison during snake bite 

and gave few suggestions on how to get rid of 

sprains. Around forty adults and children attended 

the session. 

Rotary Bangalore Highgrounds in collaboration 

with the Indian Cancer Society conducted an aware-

ness programme on Tobacco Abuse with the sup-

port of the BOSCO Health Care Department at 

BOSCO Mane on November 26, 2022. Dr. Farzana, 

Indian Cancer Society, explained the ill effects of 

consuming tobacco through a PowerPoint presenta-

tion. She said tobacco abuse can lead to cancer. Af-

ter the presentation, worksheets were given to the 

participants to gauge their levels of understanding.  

The interactive session helped the boys in clarifying 

their doubts. Forty-six children from BOSCO Vikas 

and six youths from BOSCO Yuvakendra along 

with the staff participated in the programme.   

Awareness for the Police Officials  

The Outreach team of Bus Stand organized 

an awareness for the Police officials of Up-

parpet Police Station in collaboration with 

the Child Safety Net (CSN) Project on No-

vember 18, 2022, on the station premises.  

The main objective of this program was to 

create awareness among Police Officials 

about BOSCO’s work and services. Mr. P.N 

Basavaraj, Coordinator, BOSCO CSN Project 

spoke about the BOSCO Assistance Center in 

bus stands and its services. Mr. Ravi, PSI, 

Upparpet Police Station requested the offi-

cials to extend their support  to BOSCO. Fr. 

Johnson, Director, BOSCO Yuvodaya was 

present in the programme. Nearly twenty-

eight officials attended the programme. 
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Trip to the Coastal Areas Trip to the Coastal Areas 

The high school and college-going girls of BOSCO 

Vatsalya Bhavan were taken for a trip to the coastal 

areas of Karnataka to visit historic places like the 

Shiva temple and beach at Murdeshwar and Eco 

beach at Honnavar on November 25 and 26, 2022. 

The girls visited the Tippu Sultan’s Kote at Mirjan, 

then enjoyed boating at Mirjan lake. They also visit-

ed St. Joseph’s Church at Manaki, the Shiva temple 

and the beach at Murdeshwar, and the Eco beach at 

Honnavar. The children had a good time playing in 

the water and collecting sea shells. Fifteen girls and 

five staff were a part of the trip. 

Picnic to Janapadaloka 

The children of BOSCO Vatsalya Bhavan were tak-

en for a one-day picnic at Janapadaloka in Channa-

patna on October 10, 2022. Mallesh, Manager, 

Janpadaloka, shared about HL Nagendra, the found-

er of the centre. The children also learned about 

Karnataka, its culture, and its traditions. They were 

happy to see handmade crafts and different types of 

art forms. It was a sort of infotainment for the chil-

dren as it was an opportunity for learning and enjoy-

ing at the same time. Thirty-one girls were part of 

the picnic.  

Adolescent Girls’ Meeting 

BOSCO Nilaya conducted a meeting with the 

adolescent girls of the surrounding areas of 

the centre on November 5, 2022. Ms. Archana 

and Mrs. Bhagyalakshmi, Social activists, 

BOSCO Cream Project gave information re-

garding menstrual hygiene, and personal hy-

giene. Some motivational videos were 

screened during the meeting. Seventeen girls 

attended the meeting. 

Community Awareness Programme 

Adjacent Railway Street Presence (ARSP) Project, 

BOSCO Bengaluru, organized an awareness pro-

gramme in Ambedkar Nagar, Bengaluru on Novem-

ber 21, 2022. The ARSP team conducted door-to-

door awareness by way of distributing pamphlets and 

giving information on child rights, child-related laws 

and acts, children’s education, child-related issues, 

the child helpline, and BOSCO and its services. Fifty 

homes were visited during the programme at 

Ambedkar Nagar.  
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BOSCO Railway CHILDLINE cele-

brated Children’s Day on November 

14, 2022, in the presence of Mr. Ma-

nas Kumar Mandal, Station Manager, 

Mr. Srikanth, Commercial Inspector, 

MR. Madhusudan, Mr. Narayana Swa-

mi, Mr.  Nitin, and Ms. Jyothi, GRP 

Staff, Mr. Ravi, Ms. Tanuja and Ms. 

Bhagya Lakshmi, RPF staff, Fr. Var-

ghese Pallipuram, Director of Railway 

CHILDLINE, Ms. Rashmi M T, Pro-

gramme Manager, CLA/CIF, CHDK staff, nearly 

20 members and 30 children. During the program, 

the team gave awareness about Children’s Day and 

CHILDLINE activities, and chocolates and paint-

ing boxes were given to the children. 

On the second day, an awareness campaign was 

conducted in the form of photo frame awareness 

covering 19 platforms in the KSR Railway Station. 

CHILDLINE pamphlets were distributed to about 

500 people. On November 16, 2022, CHILDLINE 

Se Dosti bands were tied to Ms. Kusuma Hari Pra-

sad, ADRM, Mr. Manas Kumar Mandal, Station 

Manager, Mr. Thrinethra Senior Dom, G. Boro, Di-

visional Inspector, Mr. Purushotam, Sub Inspector, 

GRP, Mr. Biradar, Sub Inspector, GRP, and other 

primary and secondary stakeholders. Multi 

Stakeholders Consultation Meeting on the 

theme was organized on November 17, 2022. The 

staff also disseminated information through pam-

phlets. Through the program, the team was able to 

reach out to twenty-three stakeholders. A signature 

Campaign was organized on the fifth day and sixty 

public participated. On November 19, 2022, a rally 

was organized on ten platforms along with the RPF. 

Awareness was done in ten moving trains. More 

than two hundred public benefitted from this pro-

gramme. 

CHILDLINE Collab, BOSCO Bengaluru conduct-

ed the CSD Week inauguration Programme at 

BOSCO Vikas Chamarajpet, Bengaluru on No-

vember 14, 2022. Fr. Prasad, Director, CHILD-

LINE Collab, BOSCO Bengaluru, Fr. Jose Joseph, 

Administrator BOSCO, and Mr. Shivamallu, State 

E– STREET VOICE 
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Coordinator, Foster Care, and the student repre-

sentatives released the Dosti posters and inaugurat-

ed the programme. The team organized an awareness 

programme and tied Dosti Band to the general public 

and stakeholders at the child begging-prone areas of 

Konanakunte Cross, Bengaluru on November 15, 

2022. The team set up CHILDLINE Stall and spread 

awareness about child labour eradication, free and 

compulsory education, and substance abuse preven-

tion. The team conducted sports competitions for 

children from BOSCO Mane, BOSCO Rainbow 

Home, and Special School children at Deepika Spe-

cial School, Basavangudi, Bengaluru. Ms Usha Nayak, 

Coordinator of CHILDLINE Collab BOSCO Ben-

galuru explained the purpose of the CSD Week and 

the objectives of CHILDLINE. The team conducted 

musical chair, passing the ball, throw ball match, and 

frog race for the children. 

BOSCO Nilaya and CREAM Project organized Child 

Rights week programmes from November 15 to 20, 

2022. The programme started with an inauguration at 

the centre in the presence of Mr. Nagaraj, ASI, Cot-

tonpet Police Station, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, Exec-

utive Director, BOSCO Bengaluru, and Fr. Jude 

Anand, Director, BOSCO Nilaya and Nivas. A post-

er of Child Rights Week was released. Staff members 

and tuition teachers organized essay competition and 

drawing competition for both Primary and High 

school children on the topic “A Better Future for 

Every Child”. The team conducted Candle Light Pro-

cession on November 17, 2022.  Mrs. Bharathi Devi, 

DCPO, Bengaluru Central, and Mrs. Geethamala, 

CWC Member, were the guests for the program. A 

special awareness programme was conducted at Ori-

on and Mantri Malls. Children from BOSCO 

Yuvakendra performed a dance depicting the theme, 

‘’Choose life Not Drugs’’. All the Directors and the 

Programme Manager were present on the occasion. 

BOSCO Nivas inaugurated Child Rights Week in the 

presence of Ms. Sridevi, Police Inspector, Shivajina-

gar, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, and Fr. Jude Anand. 

The week-long program included essay, drawing, and 

quiz competitions based on the theme. Craft classes 

were conducted. The team joined hands with the Ni-

laya team for the candlelight procession and the 

awareness in the malls. 

Children’s Day was conducted on November 14, 

2022, at the centre by BOSCO Yuvakendra in the 

presence of Fr. Prasad, SDB, Director, of BOSCO 

Mane, Fr. Philip, SDB, and Sr. Silvy Lawrence, Direc-

tor, BOSCO Yuvakendra. On account of Child 

Rights Week, BOSCO Yuvakendra organized an es-

say writing competition, and a drawing competition 

on the theme, ‘Choose Life. Not Drugs’ and an 

awareness programme on the ‘Importance of Child-

hood’. Sr. Silvy, Director, BOSCO Yuvakendra, and 

Prasad, Programme Manager, BOSCO Bengaluru 

were present during the programmes. Centre youths 

participated in the competitions. 
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Child Safety Net (CSN) Project inaugurated Child 

Rights Week celebrating Children’s Day at GHPS, 

Pillahalli on November 14, 2022. The team con-

ducted a drawing competition at GHPS, Nagarab-

havi, and a Signature campaign at the bus stand in 

Banashankari. Around two hundred children and 

two hundred and fifty public were reached out to 

during Child Rights Week. 

The inauguration of Child Rights Week was done in 

the presence of Fr. Jose Joseph, Director, BOSCO 

Rainbow Home. The team organized a drawing Com-

petition and pick and speak competitions at the centre 

during Child Rights Week. The team screened moti-

vational videos for the children so that they under-

stand the harmful effects of consuming drugs.  

Drawing and Pick and Speak competitions were con-

ducted in BOSCO Life Skills Training on, Sumanahal-

li on the occasion of Child Rights Week. Motivational 

videos on child rights were shown to youth as part of 

Child Rights Week.  

Bosco Yuvodaya celebrated children’s Day on No-

vember 14, 2022, with the open shelter children. Fr. 

Johnson, Director, BOSCO Yuvodaya conducted ac-

tion songs for children and explained to the children 

about the vision and mission of BOSCO. Ms. Vin-

narasi, Social Mobilizer, BOSCO Yuvodaya, narrated 

Pandith Nehru’s life history, and his love for children 

and explained the importance of Child Rights. MSW 

students from Christ University conducted various 

activities for children. The team conducted shop-to-

shop awareness in the Gandhinagar area to make the 

shopkeepers aware of CHILDLINE 1098. The team 

coordinated with the BOSCO Railway CHILDLINE 

team during the activity of tying CHILDLINE Se 

Dosti bands to the stakeholders.  

Children of BOSCO Vatsalya Bhavan took part in the 

Children’s Day Celebration at Bal Bhavan. Drawing, 

essay writing and speech competitions were held on 

the theme at the centre. The children took part in the 

Candle Light Procession held in Chamarajpet along 

with other centre children of BOSCO. 

The Outreach team working at BOSCO Bus Stand in 

collaboration with Gandhinagar Tuition Centre orga-

nized a rally at KSRTC and BMTC Bus stand on No-

vember 14, 2022. Children performed a dance show-

casing the importance of child rights. Awareness was 

given by way of distributing pamphlets to the offi-

cials, stakeholders and public. Fr. Johnson, Director, 

BOSCO Yuvodaya was present on the occasion. 

The Child Rights Week culminated with a celebration 

of Universal Children’s Day on November 20, 2022, 

at BOSCO Sumanahalli where children from all the 

BOSCO centres and tuition centres gathered. Chance 

games and theme-based cultural programmes by chil-

dren of the areas and centres marked the event. Seven 

stakeholders who were identified by BOSCO for play-

ing key roles in the protection and promotion of child 

rights at the centres and areas of its service were given 

the ‘Makkala Mitra,’ Award. Children who have ex-

celled in cultural, social, sports and educational fields 

were given away the ‘Prathibha Puraskara,’ Award 

during the event. Around sixty student volunteers and 

six hundred children from the various centres of 

BOSCO and localities of service participated in the 

event. 
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Stakeholders Awareness 

Child Safety Net 

(CSN) Project, 

BOSCO Bengaluru, 

conducted an aware-

ness session for the 

police officials of VV 

Puram Police Station, 

Bengaluru, on Novem-

ber 24, 2022. Basava-

raju PN, Coordinator, 

BOSCO CSN Project, 

briefed about the activ-

ities of BOSCO and 

CSN Project. He ex-

plained to them about 

child rights, child relat-

ed issues such as child 

labour, children found 

begging, child marriag-

es, child trafficking, child abuse, children into sub-

stance abuse, etc. He asked the police officials to join 

hands with BOSCO in curbing the prevalent social 

evils against children and in ensuring them a safe and 

healthy childhood and environment. Raju, PSI, VV 

Puram Police Station was present during the aware-

ness. Eighteen police officials participated in the 

awareness session. 

Child Help Group Meeting 

BOSCO Railway CHILDLINE (BRCL) organized a 

CHG meeting at KSR Railway Station on November 

28, 2022. Ms. Rashmi M T, Programme Manager, 

CLA/CIF welcomed the group. Shobha, Coordinator, 

BRCL briefed about the activities taken up in Septem-

ber and October 2022 and shared the data of the chil-

dren rescued and rehabilitated. Ms. Kusuma Hari Pra-

sad, ADRM, KSR Railway Station discussed the ways 

in which children can be prevented from running 

away from home. The stakeholders supporting the 

BRCL team in rescue and rehabilitation were hon-

oured during the programme. 

Mr. Manas Kumar Mandal, Station Manager, Mr. He-

manth Kumar, Member, CWC, Mr. G. Boro, Divi-

sional Inspector, KSR Station, Mr. Ravi, Ms. Bhagya 

Lakshmi, Mr. N. Kumar, Mr. Govindappa D, Ms. 

Thanuja, Mr. Nataraj and Mr. Ravi GD, RPF staffs, 

Mr. Venugopal SMR, Mr. Ragavendra, Mr. Madhusu-

dan P, GRP Staffs, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, Director, 

BRCL, CHDK staff, and twenty-six primary and sec-

ondary stakeholders participated in the meeting.  
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In Pursuit of  

a Goal... 

From the by-lanes of poverty to the corridors of 

hope, Raju’s (name changed) journey of 10 years has 

taken him through moments of distress but also sea-

sons of promise. A native of Tamil Nadu, 10-year-

old Raju has seen separation, sickness and death, all 

in the time span of a few years. Eight years ago, 

Raju’s parents had left their home in Tamil Nadu 

and moved to Bengaluru, leaving him in the care of 

his grandmother, where he felt cared for and pro-

tected but without the certainty of a better tomor-

row. During his stay with his grandmother, Raju was 

not enrolled in any school, and when his grand-

mother’s death brought him to Bengaluru to his par-

ents, what he had to look forward to did not seem 

any better than what he had left behind.   

Raju’s parents were vegetable vendors in KR Market 

and the streets of the market often doubled as their 

home and refuge. Raju has an elder brother, Shivaji, 

and two younger sisters, Soundarya and Shivashak-

thi, but what made their challenging circumstances 

often intolerable was the chronic kidney disease that 

their father suffered from. The disease and its treat-

ment consumed a sizeable share of their mother’s 

time, strength and resources, and what was left was 

not nearly enough to take care of four children.  

Gradually, he began to accompany and assist his par-

ents in their daily job of selling vegetables, till he was 

found by the BOSCO CHILDLINE team. 

After gauging and understanding the family’s situa-

tion, Raju was referred to BOSCO Mane for care 

and protection as per the order of the Child Welfare 

Committee (CWC). 

When Raju first came to the centre in June 2020, it 

was with the baggage of a disrupted childhood. He 

had behavioural and anger issues, tended to trouble 

other chil-

dren and 

also strug-

gled with 

his aca-

d e m i c s . 

Raju was first enrolled in the Bridge Course. Later, 

was enrolled in the Government Kannada Model 

Higher Primary School, Chamarajpet, in the 3rd 

standard. 

During the second wave of the pandemic, Raju’s 

mother requested permission to take the child home 

with her, but even after going home, Raju was regu-

larly given counselling over the phone and motivated 

to attend the educational classes aired over the TV 

channel Chandana. The family was also provided 

with ration kits to minimize the impact of the pan-

demic on the child.  

When the schools reopened, Raju was once again 

put through bridge education for a few weeks prior 

to joining mainstream school again. 

In the academic year of 2022-23, Raju was moved to 

St. Joseph’s Higher Primary School in Cottonpete. 

He is now a 4th-standard student who takes an active 

interest in studies as well as all the other activities 

organized in school and at the centre. Raju is a good 

dancer and a talented sportsperson.  

He was an active participant in the various events 

organized during the month of the Feast of Don 

Bosco and won many prizes during the Sports Day 

organized by BOSCO, but the one thing that cap-

tures his imagination the most is football. He dili-

gently practices the sport every day and confidently 

sees dreams of becoming a footballer when he grows 

up as he is taught each day to take the limits off his 

tomorrow.  
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 Male Female Total 
Children rescued 281 29 310 

Service provided 63 15 78 

Grand Total 344 44 388 
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New Children Data of Contact Center/Area: 
 

 
 
Final Action Taken: 
 

 
 
Classification Report: 

 

  Fresh Repeated   

Contact Point Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Railway CHILDLINE 126 11 01 00 138 

Bus stand BMTC 21 01 00 00 22 

Bus stand KSRTC 14 00 00 00 14 

BOSCO Yuvodaya 04 00 00 00 04 

BOSCO Sumanahalli  02 00 00 00 02 

BOSCO MANE  02 00 00 02 02 

BOSCO Vatsalya Bhavan 02 00 00 00 02 

CHILDLINE 07 09 00 00 16 

CSN 07 02 00 00 09 

SJPU 23 02 00 00 25 

ARSP 70 04 00 00 74 

Gandhi Nagar 02 00 00 00 02 

TOTAL 280 29 01 00 310 

Placement Boys Girls Total 
Referred to BOSCO Centers 19 05 24 
Home Placement 218 09 227 

Produced before CWC (Admission) 30 10 40 
Shishumandir 01 00 01 
Referred to OH 13 00 13 

Referred to Hostels 00 05 05 
TOTAL 281 29 310 

Classification Boys Girls Total 

Accompanied 29          15 44 

Unaccompanied 252          14 266 

TOTAL 281 29 310 

E– STREET VOICE 


