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Power of Pursuit and Resilience!

The academic feats of students from BOSCO Benga-
luru in the PUC exams serve as a testament to the in-
domitable spirit that resides within the human heart.
In the face of adversity and daunting challenges, these
students have not merely survived; they have thrived,
emerging as beacons of inspiration for us all.

People in general, look to education as a promise of
opportunity. Still, it cannot always be taken in stride,
particularly for the less privileged. These students have
not only weathered the storms but have also emerged
stronger, their resolve unshaken, their determination
unwavering. They have burned the midnight oil, sacri-
ficed leisure for learning, and turned every stumbling
block into a stepping stone towards their dreams.
Their achievements speak not only of academic excel-

lence but also of the resilience of the human spirit.

Their success reminds us that no obstacle is
insurmountable and no dream is too distant
to grasp. It is a testament to the power of
perseverance, the strength of character, and &

the unwavering belief in oneself. As these
students embark on the next chapter of their lives, let
us not just celebrate their academic accomplishments
but also the virtues they embody — resilience, determi-
nation, and the relentless pursuit of excellence.

In a world often plagued by uncertainties and chal-
lenges, let us draw inspiration from the remarkable
journey of these students. They teach us a timeless
lesson—that anything is possible with unwavering de-

termination and an unyielding spirit.

Fr. Pravad SDB

Celebrating Success: Computer Trainees Receive Certificates

the centre on April 8, 2024. In his introduc-
tory words, Fr. Jude Anand, Director
BOSCO Yuvaspandana congratulated the
youths for completing the course. Address-
ing the trainees, Fr. Varghese Pallipuram,
Executive Director, BOSCO Bengaluru,
- briefed them about the various skill training
courses available at BOSCO. He encouraged
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a State Level Stakeholders’ Meeting at BOSCO Yuvo-
daya, Bengaluru, on April 05, 2024. Mrs. Manju, Mem-
ber, Karnataka State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (KSCPCR), said that every child deserves
to grow up with a family and to be loved and cared for
by his/her parents. Stakeholders play an essential role
in identifying prospective parents and children. Fr.
Varghese Pallipuram, Executive Director, BOSCO
Bengaluru, shared BOSCO’s activities and milestones
of the Foster Care Programme. He discussed about the
ICPS permission letter and standard operating proce-
dures. He urged that departments cooperate and sup-
port BOSCO in implementing and placing children in
Foster Care.

Fr. P § George, Executive Director, BREADS, re-
ferred to the stakeholders as children’s friends and said
that institutional care should be the last resort for chil-
dren. He suggested all stakeholders and staff go
through the JJ Act and shared that Kerala is the state
with the most significant number of children placed in
foster care. Mr. Chowdappa, Chairperson, Child Wel-
fare Committee, Kolar, said that through the guidance
of BOSCO, two children had been placed in the Kolar
District. Mrs. Bharathi, Member, Child Welfare Com-
mittee, Bengaluru Rural, said that when a child enters
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the institution, the staff must identify his or her rela-
tives and parents. She observed several parents submit-
ting foster care applications through the BOSCO Fos-
ter Care team. Mr. Umesh, Director, Veerabhadra Ed-
ucational Society, Tumkur, spoke on the occasion

Fr. Varghese Pallipuram, Executive Director, BOSCO
Bengaluru, explained about the responsibilities of the

stakeholders. Two of the participants came forward to
foster children. Mr. Shivamallu, State Coordinator,
BOSCO Foster Care Programme, welcomed the par-
ticipants. Ms. Nandini N, AD Coordinator, and Mr.
Obalesh, Social Mobilizer, BOSCO Foster Care Pro-
gramme, proposed the vote of thanks. Nagaveni,
DCPO, Bengaluru South, was present at the meeting.
Eighty-one stakeholders from Bengaluru Rural, Benga-
luru Urban, Kolar, Chikkaballapura, Tumkur, and Ra-
managara participated in the meeting.

Children’s Day Out

<

played in the water pool, water
slides, the Fantastic Four, rainwa-
ter, devil’s drop, etc. It was an
enjoyable time beating the sum-
mer heat. They also enjoyed the
dry games. After spending an ex-
tended time in the water, the chil-
dren had a delicious lunch. One
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BOSCO Rainbow Home and BOSCO Life Skill
Training Centre, Sumanahalli, celebrated Ambedkar
Jayanthi to commemorate the 133t birthday of Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar at their respective school and centres on
April 14, 2024. The celebrations began with the gar-
landing of the photo of Dr. Ambedkar. The Directors
and the staff spoke about the great personality — the
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recipient of Bharata Ratna, India’s highest civilian
award, Champion of Social Freedom, who argued for
legal freedom and social liberties for the oppressed.
They enumerated his life story, his contributions to
society as a social activist, his achievements and strug-
gles to deal with the caste system, his persistent fight
against all institutional and social odds and giving
choice and dignity to all Indian citizens in a stratified
society. Dr. Ambedkar is the Architect of our Consti-
tution and is known as the “Father of Indian Constitu-

2

tion”. As citizens of India, we enjoy constitutional
rights because of him. The children and youth were
encouraged to follow his principles and values. Fifty
girls from Rainbow Home and thirty-two trainees
from Sumanahalli centre participated in the celebra-

tion.

Basketball Coaching

BOSCO Nilaya organized a basketball coaching
camp for the children of their intervention areas in
collaboration with the CROSSCOVER mission at
BOSCO Mane from April 24 to 29, 2024. The train-
ing camp was conducted with a vision of joining to-
gether in unity to reach out to the young people who
need it most. The team briefly explained Equality,
Leadership, Communication, Teamwork, and Gen-
der equality. T-shirts and Basketballs were distribut-
ed to the children. The team included Mtr. Shaun,

Session on Team Work

BOSCO Life Skill Training Centre, Sumanahalli or-
ganized a life skill session on “Team Work’ for the
trainees at the centre on April 16, 2024. Ms. Saleena,
Centre Coordinator, conducted the session. The ses-
sion started with an ice-breaking activity. The train-
ees were divided into pairs and were made to play
the ‘Land Mine’ game. Paper pieces and balls were
spread on the floor. One among the pair would be
blindfolded, and the other had to lead the way with-
out touching the balls or paper pieces. Through this
game, she explained the importance of teamwork.
Thirty trainees were a part of this session.



m [

E-Street Voice

U L] QOOLIdlIIato Cl It U L] 111l

on April 18 and 30, 2024. The sessions were facilitated

by Mrs. Ramya, Chief Executive Officer. We Live
Foundation. The sessions commenced with a discus- |

sion on ‘Children in CCI’s v/s Children in Families’,
shedding valuable insights into various challenges chil-
dren face in different caregiving environments. The
key points included the identity crisis many children in
CClIs experience, where they question who they are
and where they belong, the phenomenon of accelerat-
ed adulthood, the distinction between behavioural pat-
terns and problems, the complex dynamics of obedi-
ence, autonomy, and rebellion, the importance of
adopting a value-neutral lens.

During the second session, participants engaged in
both individual and group activity, where they were
tasked with identifying issues (physical, social, emo-
tional, intellectual) and societal perceptions associated
with them. The groups identified resources available,
schedule/time, process/structure, and remarks, which
helped them gain practical insights into the multi-
dimensional nature of challenges faced by children and
the societal attitudes shaping these issues.

In the third round of training, a video featuring Suvin,
a success story from We Live Foundation, was
screened, which got everyone thinking about the im-
portance of support in children's lives. There was a

Institutions by BOSCO Bengaluru at BOSCO Mane
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discussion on the topic ‘CCI Expectations and Socie-
ty's Expectations from a Child.” Mrs. Ramya led the
conversation, emphasizing the importance of prioritiz-
ing various aspects to ensure the holistic development
of children under institutional care. The discussion on
controlled and dependent CCls autonomy and com-
plete independence was a significant highlight of the
session. This prompted a thoughtful interaction on
strategies to reduce unnecessary control and empower
children towards greater independence as they grow.
No Bell Day, conducting regular group meetings, and
involving children in decision-making were explored.

A group activity made the importance of tailored sup-
port based on children's ages clear. Through collabora-
tive discussions, participants evaluated existing ap-
proaches and proposed innovative strategies to ad-
dress these challenges more effectively. Seventeen par-
ticipants attended the training sessions.

Meeting with APF

Programme Lead

presented an overview of the project. Individual
presentations were made by coordinators from various

| CCIs. Mr. Balaraj, Manager Family Restoration and
# After Care, presented a detailed report.
| The meeting served as a comprehensive platform for

assessing the progress and challenges within the CCls
supported by APF. The presentations and discussions
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tions and moving trains to create awareness about
BOSCO work and its services to the public in April
* 2024. The team briefly introduced BOSCO and the
services rendered at the railway stations. They also
spoke about the issues faced by children/youth on the
streets and called for the support of the public in
reaching out to these children/youth in need of care
and protection. Around three hundred and fifty public
were reached out to by way of distributing pamphlets.

) p = BOSCO Nivas and Nilaya organized public awareness

7 k . and door-to-door awareness programmes during April
The BOSCO outreach team working in BMTC and

2024 at Shivajinagar and market areas to raise aware-
KSRTC Bus Stands conducted four awareness pro-

ness about child-related issues and other services such
as tuition and skill training at BOSCO. The teams also
spoke about school enrolment and hostel facilities.

grammes for commuters and passengers during April
2024 regarding runaway children, child labour, child
trafficking, CHILDLINE, 1098, and other BOSCO
activities. The team explained child rights and child-
related issues and the BOSCO Child Assistance Centre
at KSRTC and BMTC to the public and distributed
around 250 pamphlets.

They requested the public to convey information
about tuition and skill training to their friends, family
members, and others in their contact list. The children
working at grocery shops were motivated to attend

school and tuition classes. Around four hundred pub-
BOSCO Adjacent Railway Street Presence Project lic were given awareness.

(ARSP) organized programmes in SMVT, KR Puram,

SJPU Organizes Consultation Meeting

The Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU), BOSCO, [\ B |
Bengaluru, organized a consultation meeting with par- | AN
ents of children in conflict with the law of the West
Division at BOSCO Mane on April 20, 2024.
Ramaswamy, Coordinator, SJPU, BOSCO, Bengaluru,
welcomed the gathering. Fr. John Peter, Director,
BOSCO §JPU Project, explained in detail the SJPU
project and the roles and responsibilities of the social %
workers. He said that helping the children correct I
their mistakes and bringing them to the righteous path §
becomes essential for the parents and the caretakers.
Ramaswamy briefed the parents on their roles and
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Awareness for the Parents

BOSCO Yuvodaya organized awareness sessions for
the parents who visited the centre during the CWC sit-
tings in April 2024. Fr. Johnson, Director, BOSCO
Yuvodaya, addressed the parents and stressed the im-
portance of creating a conducive environment for the
development of children at home. He urged parents to
ensure their children get an education as it is their
right. The parents were made aware of the children's
rights and the various laws and acts related to children.
Group counselling was also done for the parents dur-
ing the programme. Ms. Vinnarasi, Team Member,
BOSCO Yuvodaya, supported Fr. Johnson by translat-
ing the information into Hindi. More than a hundred
parents benefitted.

Vlonthly Newsteller brom BOSCO Bengalburw
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Child Safety Net (CSN) Project, and Special Juve-
nile Police Unit (SJPU) Project, BOSCO Bengaluru
organized awareness programmes for the BBMP
Pourakarmikas in Nagarbhavi, Moodalapalya,
Girinagar and Rajajinagar and for the staff and chil-
dren of Auxilium Navajeevana, Chamarajpet, Ben-
galuru during April 2024 respectively. The coordi-
nators- PN Basavaraju and Ramaswamy, spoke
about child-related issues like sexual abuse and
drug abuse. They requested the support of the
stakeholders in identifying children employed, chil-
dren in difficult situations, and children in conflict
with the law so that every child may have a safe
and happy childhood. Over a hundred Pourakarmi-
kas and sixty-five Auxilium Navajeevana staff at-
tended the sessions.

Foster Care Awareness

BOSCO Foster Care organized awareness pro-
grammes for the ASHA Workers in Dobbaspet,
Shivagange and Jigani, Bengaluru Rural during April
2024. Mr. Obalesh K, a Social Mobilizer, introduced
the concept of foster care and adoption to the stake-
holders. He briefed about the procedures and process-
es involved in foster care and adoption. He requested
the support of the stakeholders in identifying prospec-
tive parents for fostering and children in need of a
family setting. Fifty-seven ASHA Workers attended
the programmes.

Adolescent Girls’ Meeting

P

BOSCO Nivas met with the adolescent gitls from
Rajiv Gandhi colony on April 12, 2024. Ms. Kalai-
vani, Coordinator of BOSCO Nivas, covered top-
ics such as menstrual hygiene, nutritious food, suf-
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Health Camp at Nagarabhavi
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BOSCO Nivas met with the parents of children at- BOSCO CSN Project, in collaboration with the

tending tuition classes at Sagayapuram on April 18, Labour Department and Mobile Clinic Unit, orga-
nized a health camp at Nagarabhavi community on
April 27, 2024. Dr. Prakash and two staff nurses

conducted the camp. Weight, height, blood pres-

2024. The team guided the mothers on rearing their
children, understanding and accepting them as they

are, encouraging and motivating them to pursue their

goals, being role models, having mutual respect, being ~ S4¢ and sugar levels were checked. All children

responsive and interactive, and caring for their health and parents wete advised to eat homemade food

and education. The parents were informed of the up- rather than junk food. They were advised to con-

coming summer camp and a one-day picnic for the SUme fruits, green vegetables, milk, and eggs daily.

children. Twenty-two mothers attended the meeting. Twenty-five parents and children availed of the

medical Camp services.

Eye Screening Camp

! =
BOSCO Life Skill Training Centre, Sumanahalli,
celebrated Ugadi on April 9, 2024. The centre was

decorated with flowers, neem, and mango leaves,

An eye screening camp was organized at BOSCO
Vatsalya Bhavan for the inmates and their parents
on April 28, 2024. Retina Institute of Karnataka, a

Unit of the Eye Foundation Chamarajpet, Benga- R e L .\VCI‘C l.arepared‘for i ay. o

luru, conducted the camp. The parents and children SR

had their eyes examined. Based on the results, the
doctors prescribed medication. A few were recom-
mended for additional treatment. Fifty-five children
and their parents benefitted.
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ganized a two-day summer camp for the tuition chil-
dren of Devaraj Urs area, Sumanahalli and Sajjepalya,
to help the children discover more about themselves,

to improve their talents and abilities and to improve |

group dynamics at the centre on April 6 and 7, 2024.

Many games and activities, such as dance, music, and 5

crafts, were conducted. The Victoria Hospital, Benga-
luru medical team organized a health camp for the
children. Volunteers from BC College and Ambedkar

College conducted the activities for the children. the camp. The two days were filled with fun and frol-
Awareness regarding ‘personal hygiene’ was given ic. Sixty-eight tuition-going children and three staff

through a skit. Gifts were given to the children during were involved in the camp.

Soarlng Spirits - 2024

‘Soaring Spirits - 2024’ a summer camp, was orga-
nized for the girls of BOSCO Rainbow Home at Don
Bosco, Srirampura, Mysore, to provide opportunities
for children to learn new things from April 11 to
April 19, 2024. Rev. Fr. Mathew, Rector, Don Bosco,
Mysore and Rev. Fr. Tony, Administrator, Don
Bosco, Mysore, inaugurated the camp. The children
were divided into four groups. On April 12, 2024, the
children participated in the drawing competition and
awareness sessions and watched the movie ‘Care of
Footpath’ on account of International Day for Street
Children. The children enjoyed exploring Mysore and
visiting Sukuvana, Palace, Zoo, Museum, St. Philo-
mena’s Church, Chamundi Hills and Temple on April
13, 2024.

safety, drug abuse, etc. Ms. Shruthi Pradeep and Dr.

Ay Pradeep, Resource Persons, conducted a session on

‘Goal Setting’ and ‘Healthy Life’. Children learned
about meditation and the awakening of Kundalini
Power from Suchetta D, Shiva Kumar, Bhagyashree,
Prem Kala, Resource Persons, Sahaja Yoga Trust, and
followers of Nirmala Mataji. Dr Aruna Diwakar and
Dr Diwakar, ex-Army officer, conducted health and
hygiene classes. Dr. Aruna led a discussion on how to
keep one’s physical, mental, and spiritual well-being
intact. Children and staff visited Prabodhana, Theo-
Fr. John
Peter, Rector, Prabodhana, spoke to the children on
Rev. Fr. Mathew led a
session on “Self Esteem.” The valedictory function

logical Institute of the Pallottine Fathers.
the value of education and life.

included the cultural programme and the prize distri-
bution. Every child participated enthusiastically in the
outdoor and party games and campfire and gained
knowledge of leadership, time management, team-
Aside from
this, they had different competitions every evening,

work, discipline and personal hygiene.

such as fancy dress, skits, group singing, dance, etc.
Additionally, they learned how to make greeting cards,
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ball, bombing the city, kere dada, musical chairs, fun
games and activities like dance and singing. CSN
,- team members, two MSW student volunteers, and
~ [ two CFIC Brothers were present at the programme.
A total of sixty-three children participated in the

camp.

A summer camp was organized for the children of
tuition centers of Doddabasti and Chikkabasti ateas
at Shanimahathma Temple premises, Chikkabasthi,
by the BOSCO CSN Project on April 19, 2024. The
camp aimed to engage the children in meaningful ac-
tivities during the summer holidays and help them
understand themselves better. Mr. Basavaraju P N,
Coordinator, CSN project explained the objectives of
summer camp and child protection, child-related is-
sues and child rights. Mr. Moraiah, ASI, Jnanabhara-
thi Police Station, spoke on child safety and the role
of Child Welfare Police Officers in the care and pro-
tection of children.

BOSCO CSN Team organized a summer camp for
the Veerabhadragudda Nagara tuition center children
at  Government Higher Primary School,
Veerabhadranagara Bengaluru on April 12, 2024. The
camp aimed to keep the children engaged in mean-
ingful activities during the summer holidays and help
them understand themselves better. The camp was
inaugurated by Mr. Puttaswamy, ASI, Girinagara Po-
lice Station and Ms. Sharadha, Tuition Teacher. Mr.

The children were engaged in several activities, fun
games, dance, music, etc. Ms. Pavithra, Tuition

Basavaraju P N, Coordinator, CSN Project, briefed
the objectives of the summer camp and explained
about child protection mechanisms and rights. Mr.

Teacher, two BSW student volunteers from Acharya
College Bengaluru, one MSW student from Don
Bosco College, TC Playa, Bengaluru and CSN Staff

Puttaswamy spoke on child safety and the roles of conducted Fhe e .Jagadish, Police Cor.lstable,
child welfare police officers in the care and protection Jnanabharati Police Station, was present during the

of children. The summer camp was filled with differ- inauguration. Twenty-six children participated in the
camp.

Summer Camp at Tuition Centres

BOSCO Adjacent Railway Street Presence (ARSP)
project conducted summer camps the tuition children
at MCTC Anganwadi Tuition centre, MCT Quarters
and Tungabhadra Colony from April 15 to 16, 2024. ﬂ
Mr Guruswamy, ASI /BNC Railway Protection Force '
Police (RPF), inaugurating the summer camp, ex- =
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BOSCO Yuvakendra conducted a summer camp for
the tuition children of the Magadi Road area from
April 8 to 30, 2024. The inauguration of the camp was
done in the presence of Mr. Sathyanarayan, Chief
Guest, Fr. Dominic, Salesian In-charge and Sr. Silvy,
Director, BOSCO Yuvakendra and Fr. Philip, SDB.
The children were divided into three groups. During
the camp, the centre staff, volunteers, and past pupils
taught children spoken English, crafts, drawing, dance,
Karate, mimicry, value education, and child rights. The
children were taken for a one-day outing to Cubbon
Park, the Museum and the Planetarium. The valedicto-
ry of Summer Camp was held on April 30, 2024. Mr.
Sathyanarayan and Fr. Dominic were present, and the
children perfomed cultural programmes. They also
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expressed their feedback about the month-long camp.
Thirty-five tuition children participated in the camp.

Value Education Session

BOSCO Nilaya's value education session on 'Leading
a noble life" held on April 5, 2024, aimed to instill im-
portant values in the children attending tuition classes
at Rajagopal Garden. The session, facilitated by two
MSW Volunteers from TISS, Guwahati, emphasized
the significance of cultivating values in daily life. In
addition to promoting the use of the three golden
words—sorry, thank you, and please—the volunteers
underscored the importance of empathy, compassion,
and cooperation in building character and fostering
harmonious relationships within the community.
Through engaging activities and thought-provoking
videos, the volunteers encouraged the children to re-
flect on their actions and interactions with others, em-
phasizing the impact of kindness and respect. By
providing practical examples and interactive discus-
sions, the session aimed to empower the children with
the knowledge and skills necessary for leading virtuous
and fulfilling lives.

on Leading a Noble Life
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Hemalatha was admitted to BOSCO Vatsalya Bhavan (BVB)
after being denied admission to the previous school due to her
low academic performance. In 2018, her father brought her,
requesting shelter and education. She was placed in the bridge
course. She adapted quickly and achieved 62% in SSLC.
Later, she studied PUC at St. Teresa's College, where she
struggled to keep up with her academics but, with
perseverance and dedication, scored 65% in her PUC. She
wants to pursue higher studies.

. After completing her SSLC in 2022, Preethi was sent to

. BVB from Jeevanaliya in Nelamangala. Due to difficult
| circumstances at home, she could not stay with her
family. She has passed the exam and secured 60%
marks. She wants to pursue a degree course.

V7

Sai Krishna hails from Thirupathi, Andhra Pradesh and
belongs to an economically underprivileged family. He joined
BOSCO Mane in 2015 and completed his 10th grade. In 2022,
he was enrolled in BOSCO Sumanahalli for his further studies.
He secured 79% in his PUC Il exam and is a talented actor.
Although he has considerable talent in acting, his ultimate
aspiration is to become a software engineer.

o G o i
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Rahul is originally from Bengaluru and comes from an
economically disadvantaged family. In 2011, his aunt enrolled
him in BOSCO Mane. After completing his SSLC at BOSCO
Vikas, he received care and support from BOSCO
Sumanahalli. Rahul has a natural talent for athletics and
aspires to become a software engineer. He achieved an
impressive 86% in PUCII.

Ganesh was born and raised in Bengaluru. Unfortunately,
he lost his grandmother and was left with no one to take
care of him. In 2011, he was admitted to BOSCO Mane.
After completing his schooling at BOSCO Vikas, he
pursued his PUC at BOSCO Sumanahalli. Ganesh has a
natural talent for writing poems and composing Kannada
rap songs. He scored 79% in his PUC exam and aspires
to become a lawyer.
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April- 2024

Male Female Total
Children rescued 275 27 302
Service provided 28 09 37
Grand Total 306 33 339

New Children Data of Contact Center/Area:

Fresh Repeated
Contact Point Boys Girls Boys Girls Total

Railway Station DCPU staffs 17 00 02 00 19
Bus Stand BMTC 35 02 00 00 37
Bus Stand KSRTC 37 05 00 00 42
BOSCO Yuvodaya 00 00 01 00 01
BOSCO Sumanabhalli 13 00 00 00 13
BOSCO Nilaya 02 00 00 00 02
BOSCO Vatsalya Bhavan 00 02 00 00 02
CSN 11 01 00 00 12
SJPU 31 04 00 00 35
ARSP 126 13 00 00 139

TOTAL 272 27 03 00 302

BOSCO in the Digital Space i
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) vr? m https://www.linkedin.com/company/bosco-bangalore-oniyavara-seva-coota/
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n https://www.youtube.com/@boscobengaluru

o https://www.facebook.com/boscobengaluru

---------------- @ https://www.instagram.com/bosco_ban/



https://www.linkedin.com/company/bosco-bangalore-oniyavara-seva-coota/
https://www.youtube.com/@boscobengaluru
https://www.facebook.com/boscobengaluru
https://www.instagram.com/bosco_ban/

